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to the invader'spromise^mmediatelysentsome of his captains
to all those provinces, and especially to Otueo, six hundred
miles distant from Camamalca, with express orders that as
soon as they possibly could they should provide means for his
ransom. Thus, in a short time, there began to come from
many places a number of Indians loaded with gold and silver.
But above a month having elapsed ^^ much more than
the half having arrived, the sum being great) tke Spailiards
began to murmur, saying that Atabaliba, under colour of
sending to collect the ransom, was levying a large army to
destroy them all. They therefore ^ged Pizarro to murder
him j and without doubt he would have done it, if he had
not been deterred by certain gentlemen of the force.

Atabaliba hearing this report, complained very much of
Pizarro, saying that he had not the least reason to be angry
with him, that men were being collected in his kingdom only
to carry the ransom, and it having to come from a distant coun-
try it could not arrive very soon; but that if he did not be-
lieve his words, he might send some of Ms own people to Cusco,
whence the greater part of the treasure had to come. He
therefore sent Captain Sotto there, with two other Spaniards,
and they found it all true; for on Ae way they met a great
number of Indians loaded with vases of gold and silver.
But anxious to see the riches of Cusco, they would not turn
back. Fernando Pizarro, commissioned by his brother, went
with some cavalry scouring through several districts, and
similarly found many laden Indians going to Cassiamalca,
and, proceeding onwards, he went to the country of Pa-
cama, whence he brought away a good quantity of gold and
silver.

When the ransom was at last completed, and added to the
booty, it exceeded two millions of gold.1 A fifth was put

1 The surprising advantages in ri^g and territory which rewarded
the daring effrontery of these marauders, stow how accidentally the fate
of nations may be decided. When Pizarro landed, a civil war was raging